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The Prez Sez....

| can now say that I've lived to see
100. 100 inches of snow in one sea-
son, that is. With all of the shoveling
we did this year, | was pleased to
see the total pass such a milestone.
It could easily be two generations
before that record is broken again
(unless you believe in global cooling,
but I digress). Milwaukee’s previous
record of about 109 inches was set
over 120 years ago. Knowing that
April is here makes it that much eas-
ier to take this up and down weather
we’ve been having lately.

Speaking of April, we have a very
interesting topic for our meeting. We
will have a panel discussion regard-
ing the controversial new AIA A201
General Conditions and it's impact
on the AEC community. See inside
for full details, but this is a topic you
won’t want to miss. April is also the
month for our Chapter Officer elec-
tions. All four board members have
agreed to “run” again this year, but
we can also take nominations from
the floor at the meeting. The election
will be held after the dinner, right be-
fore our main presentation.

| would like to thank chapter member
Owen Landsverk, CSI and John
Vingelen from the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Administration, Division of
State Facilities for their very informa-
tive presentation on WisBuild. This
program has grown substantially

from its beginnings, and looks like it
will be an even more powerful tool for
the State down the road.

In the last couple of years | have had
the opportunity to work with e-
SPECS Linx™ by ARCOM and Spe-
cLink by Building Systems Design,
Inc. (BSD). I can tell you that both
systems are better than working
strictly with traditional word process-
ing methods. These systems incor-
porate a database with intelligent
links that will relate different parts of
the Project Manual to each other.
SpeclLink is a stand alone database
system and e-SPECS Linx is word
processing system enhanced by a
third party database software pro-
gram.

It has been a while since | have used
ARCOM'’s product, and | had limited
exposure to it, but | do recall it mak-
ing writing specifications much eas-
ier. Having the database create rela-
tionships between sections and re-
petitive information is very helpful. At
the very least, it takes away a lot of
the administrative work of tracking
sections in the table of contents and
addressing last minute changes to
footers. | have started using Spe-
cLink full time and recently attended
a great, two-day, training session on
the software. SpecLink offers fast
editing by clicking on paragraphs that
you want in your section and auto-
matically activating related para-
graphs in that section or other related
sections, and creates “warning” flags
where you should be selecting from

different choices.

If you want to you can override deci-
sions made by the software to add or
delete various choices. When you
“delete” information, you really de-
activate it, so if you need it later, you
just click on it and re-activate it. It
also gives you lists to choose from
for various things. Finishes are a
great example. The sentence calls
out a color/finish and at the end of
that sentence, you click on a word
and a list pops up for you to choose
from. One example might be hard-
ware, and you are given choices
such as Brass, Bronze, Chrome, or
Stainless. If the designer later
changes their mind, you can just click
on the word and make a new selec-
tion.

You can also pre-edit sections as
part of an office master so that when
you click on an article, it automati-
cally selects your typical paragraphs.
On top of that, you can create your
own links in a “Checklist” document
that you create and by answering a
few questions, neccesary specifica-
tion sections or paragraphs can be
automatically turned on or off for you.
This can be a very powerful tool, and
I am looking forward to getting it set
up on our system. When the need
arises, it is also rather simple to im-
port your own sections into SpecLink
and add links that will relate various
paragraphs and related sections. A
properly managed system will also

(Continued on page 5)

Madison, Wisconsin Chapter CSI meets the second Tuesday of each month except for June, July and August, at different locations for the 2007-08
season. Check for this current month’s meeting location in the meeting announcement. Cocktails 5:00; Dinner 6:00; Program 6:45 Guests are always
welcome to attend Chapter meetings; members are encouraged to bring prospective members to a Chapter meeting.



About CSI:

The CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS IN-
STITUTE is a National technical Society em-
bracing the entire construction industry, includ-
ing research and development, manufacturers,
material suppliers, subcontractors, prime build-
ing contractors, as well as design and specifying
Professional Architects and Engineers.

The Society is dedicated to continuing education
through free interchange of information and
experience among its members throughout the
entire construction industry.

Information about CSI and applications for
membership are available at Chapter meetings
from the Membership Committee. Those inter-
ested in membership are urged to attend Chap-
ter meetings and get to know us.

About mad-spec:

Mad-spec is the monthly newsletter of the Madi-
son, Wisconsin Chapter and is distributed free
of charge to all Chapter members and interested
parties in the Construction Industry in the South-
ern Wisconsin area, other CSI Chapters in the
North Central Region, and selected CSI Chap-
ters nationwide.

Mad-spec does not approve, disapprove, sanc-
tion or guarantee the validity or accuracy of the
data, claims, or opinions published in this news-
letter.

Republication rights of any original article ap-
pearing in mad-spec is granted to other CSI-
affiliated publications providing credit is given to
the author and mad-spec.

Mad-spec advertising rates are based on 10 or
11 issues as follows:

1/9 page—$75

1/3 page—$165
Full page—$375

2/9 page—$110
2/3 page—$285

Rates are based on the advertiser providing
electronic file compatible with Microsoft word
processing software. The deadline for copy for
the following month’s issue is the third Wednes-
day of the month.

Mad-spec will publish personal ads, help
wanted, positions desired, office equipment for
sale, announcements of new appointments and
assignments, and other notices of interest from
Chapter members, advertisers and others (at
the discretion of the Editor and space available)
free of charge on a one-time basis. Contact the
Publications Chairperson for extended time
rates.

Another service provided is the option of the
advertiser providing a 8-1/2 by 11 camera-ready
advertisement in which it will be printed and
mailed as an insert into the mad-spec at the rate
of $100 per month of publication.
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About Madison Chapter:
BOARD MEMBERS:
President Curt Norton
Phone: 608-354-6181
E-mail: c.norton@adci.com
Dan Maki

Phone: 608-240-9110
E-mail: dan@facilityengineeringinc.com
Second Vice President: .. James Shaw
e: 608-838.2277

E-mail: jshaw@adhllc.biz
Brian Clark

Phone: 608-232-1341
Email: brian_clark@flad.com
Kent Calloway

Phone: 608-833-2321
E-mail: kentc@renschler.com
George Keehn

ne: 608-273-0552

E-mail: gkeehn@aol.com
Mike Stenulson

Phone: 608-288-1108

Email: mstenulson@gmaengineers.com
Todd Lewis

Phone: 608-222-5219

Email: toddalewis@earthlink.net
Immediate Past President .. Ross Mori
Phone: 608-837-7899

E-mail: rmori@trachte.com

COMMITTEE HEADS:
Education

First Vice President

Third Vice President

Secretary

Treasuruer

Director

Director

Richard Wandschneider
608-246-6746

Curt Norton

: 608-664-3649

Steven Schatz

Academic Affairs
Technical

Membership
608-246-8500
Tim Usher
608-274-2741
Ross Mori
608-837-7899
Ross Mori
608-837-7899
George Keehn
608-273-0552
George Keehn
608-273-0552
Steve Schatz
608-222-4991

Certification
Golf Outing

Publications

PAST PRESIDENTS:
Roger E. McMullin

Ronald Starkweather (D) ...
Harold L. Olsen

Robert C. Cashin ...
Norman Kenny

Stanley Anacker (D)...
Robert C. Kendall

Howard R. Steinmann
Harold R. Ames

Dwight D. Zeck

Anthony P. Pawlowsky...
William T. Gray

Eileen K. Bey

James C. Gaskell...

Larry W. Ryan

Al Martinson
H. Steven Schatz
Thomas E. Irvin
Noel Valdes
Ross Mori

FELLOWS OF THE INSTITUTE:
Ronald S. Starkweather, FCSI

Harold L. Olsen, FCSI

William P. Vickers, FCSI

Howard R. Steinmann, FCSI

NC REGION DIRECTORS:
Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA
Phone: 651-290-1895

Email: swolfe@bwbr.com

John Griffith, CSI
Empirehouse, Inc.

Phone: (763) 535-1150
E-mail: grif@empirehouse.com

1987-1989
1989-1992
1992-1996
1996-2000
2000-2002
2002-2006

Meeting Schedule:

2007

September 11 — Golf Outing
October 9 — Doors
November 13 — PIMA
December 4 — Holiday Party

2008

January 29 — Sustainable Design

February 12 — Conflict Resolution

March 11 — DSF WisBuild

April 8 — Owner/Architect/Contractor
Relationships

May 13 - Laborer’s Training Facility Tour

Chapter Elections

The chapter board and officer elections
will be held on April 8, 2008, immediately
following dinner.

The following positions and candidates
are currently on the ballot:

President: Curt Norton

1st. Vice President: Dan Maki

Secretary: Kent Calloway
Director: Todd Lewis

Please attend the April meeting and
exercise your right to vote.

The candidates listed above have been
nominated by the chapter nominating
committee. However, the nominations are
not closed until the election. Therefore,
nominations can be made on the day of
the election. These nominations must be
made for members in good standing and
must be made by members in good
standing.
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The New General Conditions
A-201 and its Contemporaries
A Panel Discussion

.
INSTY-PRINTS
e —

RUSINESS FRINTING SERVICES

DATE: April 8, 2008

PANEL MEMBERS:

Jerry Schwoch, Architect, Strang, Inc.

Tom Thayer, Contractor, Tri North Builders

Owen Landsverk, Owners Rep., DSF, State of Wisconsin.
Alan G.B. Kim, Jr. , Attorney, Anderson & Kent, S.C.

H. Steven Schatz, Moderator, Madison Chapter, CSI "

PRESENTATION TOPIC: # % & #
The AlA issued its new A-201 General Conditions Document last November. For the "t % )
first time in more than twenty years, the AGC failed to endorse A-201, creating a con- * )

flict within the AEC industry.

The AGC has issued its own series of “Consensus Contract and General Conditions
Documents. Was that because of conflicts with the AIA and A-201, a desire to obtain
more income from the sale of documents, or a desire to exert more control over the
construction process? How much consensus is there really in the construction indus-
try?

The State of Wisconsin has its own General Conditions which it uses for its own pro-
jects. How do they compare with A-201 and the AGC’s Consensus Documents?

Where do Special Conditions fit into all this?

Some of the items that will be discussed are:
Comparision of the new A-201, 2007 edition with A-201, 1997.

% & "% $

Comparision of A-201 with AGC Consensus Doc. 200
Owner’s interests and responsibilities in the construction process. (&
How does the law look at General Conditions? $ )
Join us for what should be a lively and informative discussion on this pertinent and % & * %
critical topic. %
% & + % % %
Meeting Schedule: $ $%%
$ % &
Social Hour: 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM
Dinner: 6:00 PM to 6:45 PM
Chapter Election: 6:45 PM
Program: 6:45 PM

Location: Bourbon Street Grill, 6308 Metropolitan Lane, Monona.

Directions: Take the South Town Dr. exit off the beltline, follow South Town Dr. until
it turns into Broadway. Turn left onto Bridge Road, and then turn right onto Metropoli-
tan Lane. The Bourbon Street Grill will be on your left.

COST: Dinner $20.00, Includes Drawing and 50" Anniverary Ticket # 3
(Students $7.00) #

$$$& % &
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District Sales Manager BUILDING
Phone: 608-273-0552 BLECIALTES
gkeehn@jwcbldgspec.com

George Keehn, CSI II ch

Operable Panel Partitions and Accordion Doors (bi)fc

Auditorium and Lecture Room Seating (Irwin)

Accordion-Type Fire Doors (Won-Door)

Vertically-lifting Operable Panel Partitions (Skidp

Wood Slat Accordion Doors (Woodfold)

Smoke Containment System for Fire Rated Elevatastiday Doors
(Smoke Guard)

Folding Security Grilles and Closures (MobilFlex)

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

PROFESSIONALISM...
FROM START TO FINISH

When you call a Marvin distributor or dealer,
expect professional service from the
beginning. They provide the suppert you
demand, iike factory trained personnel,
customer service, and complete technical
assistance from Masvin's architectural division.

They're backed by the best buiit line of
wood and clad wood windows in America.
Marvin makes windows to order, combining
technology with craftsmanship to soive your
unique design or performance problems.

So consult with your Marvin distributor.
They'll work with you or your schedule, not THLLERALE S RGIon

theirs. No matter what stage your projecis is in. builders world

Professionalism ... from start to finish,

Call us.
Contact:

Henry Schueiker, CS81, CDT, or Bill Reppert, CSE, CDT
| Al4- 542-8883 or Toll Free 1-800-686-2206
Website: www bwinet.com, Bmail murvin@bwinsticom
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generate reports of required submittals, pre-
installation meetings, close out requirements and
warranty information for the entire project manual.

Both systems will make it much easier to update
reference standards, manufacturer’s that change
names or go out of business. However they each
have their own pro’s and con'’s:

ARCOM - Pro’s: Great resources and notes to
help guide the specifier in making decisions on
products, systems and installation methods;
strong quality of writing that adheres to the teach-
ings of CSI's Manual of Practice. Con’s: Some
Sections are very large and often require exten-
sive editing to trim them back to only include those
items needed for a specific project type; they rely

on third party software to handle the database
functions and “intelligent” links; Only certain sec-
tions are updated each quarter; | also feel that
integration with AutoCAD is promoted as being a
way for specs to “write themselves”. First, of all,
any good spec writer knows this isn't true. Plus,
it's hard enough to get architects and drafters to
draw details correctly in the first place, much less
include all the embedded information that is re-
quired for integrating drawings with specs as is
used in Building Information Modeling (BIM).

BSD - Pro’s: Great, easy to use software; Easily
customized to your firm’s needs; No third party
software licenses or issues to deal with; Simple
options for including editor’s notes for the project
or for office masters; Easy to import and export
information; easy to incorporate updates quarterly
for all Sections. Con’s: The software does not
offer nearly as much information for editor’s notes
or general reference information. It does offer links
to other sites, but often the standard needs to be
purchased (ASTM for example); Quite the oppo-
site of ARCOM, work results are often split into
several short sections that, | believe could be
combined in many situations.

| do believe that systems such as these will re-
place traditional, pure word processing systems in
the not-so-distant future. | would encourage you
to take a close look at each of them for your firm.
There websites are www.arcomnet.com and
www.bsdsoftlink.com. | have no doubt that in the
end; it will save you time and money regardless of
which one you would choose. Either way, don't
skip the training offered by the company. The old
saying “garbage in, garbage out” still applies here;
maybe even more so than before.

| %% 10*#

Sincerely, Curt Norton CSI, CCS
President, CSI-Madison Chapter
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BACK TO THE BASICS

In the early days of CSI there was
plenty to do. Construction documents
in that time were inconsistent in al-
most every way, even from a single
office, as there were no standards for
writing specifications or organizing
construction information. | am awe-
struck at the audacity and vision of
that original group, who recognized
and analyzed the needs of the con-
struction industry, stated the solution,
and then adopted the following ambi-
tious goals for the new organization;

Better specification writing
Simpler specifications
Standardization of specifications
for public works

Standardization of building codes
Greater efficiency and cost effec-
tiveness throughout the industry

What they wanted to do had obvious
value. The fledgling organization had
something to offer, and began to at-
tract new members across the coun-
try. Chapters were popping up all
over, and membership grew at an
amazing rate. Much of the work done
on CSl's standards was initiated by
individual chapters, and members of
many chapters wrote monographs
and other documents that discussed
a variety of construction products,
and ways to improve the practice of
writing specifications. During the next
few decades, CSI successfully estab-
lished standards that are used to this
day - the Manual of Practice (now the
PRM), MasterFormat, SectionFor-
mat, and PageFormat.

Part of the reason for growth through
the '90s was the absence of good

source material. The lack of useful
documents provided fertile ground for
authors, and the adrenaline that is
often found in young, rapidly growing
organizations made active participa-
tion in CSI beyond the chapter level
exciting, useful, and satisfying.

Design professionals wanted to learn
how to specify so they could do their
jobs better. Manufacturers wanted to
offer information to design profes-
sionals in a format they could more
easily use. And in the late '60s, a
quiet revolution began: CSI began
work on COMSPEC, which led to
SPECTEXT, and AIA began develop-
ment of MASTERSPEC. These prod-
ucts made it possible for anyone to at
least start with a document that
closely complied with CSl's stan-
dards.

As manufacturers' documents im-
proved, and as more design firms
chose to use commercial master
guide specifications, the demand for
member involvement in technical
documents decreased. Prior to that
time, technical dissertations had
great value, but as information be-
came readily available the need for
personal evaluation and comment
essentially vanished.

CSI chapters continued to work on
SpecGUIDESs, documents intended
to help specifiers understand more
about construction products. These
guides, which enjoy a mythical stat-
ure, were of little value, but were
widely regarded as a good way for
chapters to continue working on
technical documents. For a variety of
good reasons, the plug was pulled,
and the SpecGUIDE program was
terminated in 1997.

In the years immediately following
the demise of SpecGUIDEs, chap-
ters across the country looked to In-
stitute for something "technical" to
do. Given the origin of early CSI
documents - individual or small group
effort - it was evident that a vast
chasm had developed between
chapter and Institute technical activi-

ties. With reasonably good literature
available from manufacturers, and
the apparent elimination of the need
to learn how to write specifications, it
seemed there was nothing left for
individuals or chapters to do.

In the last ten years, the Institute
Technical Committee made a num-
ber of attempts at revitalizing techni-
cal activity. Many suggestions were
made, but there was no response,
and eventually the cry for something
to do faded away.

Today, many chapters have technical
committee chairs, but no committees,
and others have given up all pre-
tense. With a few notable exceptions,
those chapter technical committees
that still exist have been relatively
inactive.

The question, then, is this: Is there
anything "technical" that members,
chapters, or regions can do? The
answer: Yes!

Most of our members have probably
had occasion to use or at least look
at two web-based knowledge re-
sources, Wikipedia and Wiktionary.
Wikis are collaborative websites that
can be edited by anyone. At first that
sounds a bit scary, but the websites
are not complete anarchy. Contribu-
tors' statements may be challenged
by anyone, and the process leads to
consensus on any given subject.

During the past year or so, several
members have considered establish-
ing a wiki as a forum for CSlI, where
ideas and information could be
posted, discussed, and developed.
Fortunately, at the same time, Insti-
tute staff was actually working on
making CSIWiki a reality, and in Feb-
ruary of this year it went live.

Before announcing its existence,
staff populated it with a collection of
existing (old) documents, including
monographs and SpecGUIDEs. The
bad news is that most of these docu-
ments need to be updated, verified,
and reorganized to make them more

Mad-Spec
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useful. The good news is that most of these documents
need to be updated, verified, and reorganized. Even
better, not all subjects are covered.

As noted, the wiki provides a collaborative environ-
ment, where anyone can add or change information.
Contributors are asked to provide references to allow
others to verify information, and each page has a re-
lated discussion area where behind-the-scenes de-
bates can take place.

CSIWiki is a potential goldmine of opportunity for all
members. Industry and design professionals alike can
contribute technical information and add comments
from their experience. There is an almost infinite
amount of work to be done, as new products and proc-
esses are introduced and old ones are changed. CSI-
Wiki can become the one place to go for definitive infor-
mation about the construction industry - but it won't
happen without your help. We don't have the staff to
take on such a monumental task, but more important,
you are the ones with the knowledge that is needed to
make it a success.

In this time of declining membership, this is the first and
only activity that is available to all members. Common
complaints from members who don't attend chapter
functions are lack of time or money, inconvenient meet-
ing locations, and inability of committees to get things
done. None of those objections apply to this project.
You can work on it from home, from your office, or any-
where you have Internet access. You can do it in the
morning, at lunch, on the bus, or anywhere. You don't
even need to be online to write your contributions.

But, even though it can be an individual effort, contribu-
tions also can be made by groups. Groups can be
made up of members of a single chapter, but a virtual
group can have members from anywhere. No matter
what your specialty is, you can hook up with a peer in
the next house or in a different country.

In the good old days, chapter and region technical
committees were busy putting their collective wisdom in
print in an effort to help the entire industry. The elec-
tronic equivalent is now available. Let's get back to the
good old days, and work together toward our original
goals of better construction documents.

Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA

Institute Director, North Central Region, CSI
. ________________________________________________________________________________|]
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

MADISON CHAPTER - CSI

DATE: 3/7/08 PLACE: Bourbon Street Grill
CALL TO ORDER: 11:44 AM

ATTENDANCE: Present: Kent Calloway, Brian Clark,
George Keehn, Todd Lewis, Ross Mori, Curt Norton, James
Shaw, Mike Stenulson. Not Present: Dan Maki Guest:
Steve Schatz

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Kent Calloway. Reviewed
and Approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: George Keehn. Feb. Income:
$910.00 Feb. Expenses: $512.31 Current Balance
$7,838.08. Reviewed and Approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:

NCR Presidents Training Program in Kansas City: Curt re-
ceived an invitation from Sheldon Wolfe, and cannot attend.
The board discussed sending an alternate, and selected
Mike. Mike said that he would see if he is available.

Curt and Ross received information regarding Institute’s new
referral program. The referral program allows members to
submit contact information to Institute of potential new mem-
bers.

Curt and Ross received a request from Bill McHugh request-
ing support from the Madison Chapter members for his candi-
dacy.

Ross has received multiple requests from Sheldon Wolfe
requesting volunteers to participate on Institute committees
and task teams. Ross discussed this with Sheldon and the
deadline for applicants has been extended due to the low
number of volunteers.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CERTIFICATION: No Report.

EDUCATION/ACADEMIC AFFAIRS : The membership will
follow up with Rich Wandschneider regarding the student
member applications.

MEMBERSHIP: 107 total current members. 1 new member.
PLANNING/MEETING TOPICS:

March 11, 2008: DSF WisBuild, presenter: Owen Lands-
verk. Curt Norton is coordinating.

April 8, 2008: The new AIA A201-07 Panel Discussion.
Steve Schatz is coordinating.

May 13, 2008: Tour of Laborer’s Training Facility. George
Keehn is coordinating.

Other Potential Topics:

Cellular PVC — Aztek. Ross will contact Aztek.

RFI Panel Discussion.

Universal Design

FM 1-29 Changes

Nanotechnology

STO Presentation

Wood Veneer

PUBLICATIONS: Submission deadline: March 24, 2008 for
April issue.

AWARDS: Discussed memorial plague for Mrs. Irvin com-
memorating Tom’s 30+ years of service to the Madison
Chapter. Alan Kim is ordering it. Also discussed when and
where to present it to her. The details of the presentation will
be decided when the award is ready.
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NCR: Curt and Ross could not attend the
monthly teleconference. The details of the
region conference should be coming out
soon.

WEB SITE: Submission deadline Mar. 26

OLD BUSINESS:

50" Anniversary party on Sept. 8, 2008:
The board appointed a planning committee
consisting of George Keehn, Ross Mori,
Kent Calloway, Steve Schatz, and Todd
Lewis. Preliminary thoughts are to have a
dinner party at Nakoma. However, the

committee will explore various possibilities.

Chapter elections: The incumbents that
were present agreed to continue in their
current positions. President (Curt Norton),
Secretary (Kent Calloway), and Director
(Todd Lewis). Curt will contact Dan Maki
to see if he will continue as 1° Vice Presi-
dent.

NEW BUSINESS:
Curt would like to move the regular board
meeting time to 12:00 pm. The board

). ® %

. (#

agreed to change the time for future board
meetings.

DATE/TIME/LOCATION FOR NEXT
BOARD MEETING: 12:00 pm, April 4,
2008, Bourbon Street Grill.
ADJOURNMENT: 12:38 PM

Respectfully Submitted:
Ross T. Mori, PE, SE, CSI
Immediate Past President
CSI Madison Chapter

$ #i



